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to the country government; but they were very
properly anxious that what remained should be well
administered. In the lifetime of General Olavering
and Colonel Monson, Mahomed Reza KMn, a man
of rank among the natives, was judged by them the
fittest person to conduct the affairs of the Nabob,
as his Naib, or deputy: an office well known in the
ancient constitution of these provinces, at a time
when the principal magistrates, by nature and situ-
ation, were more efficient. This appointment was
highly approved, and in consequence confirmed, by
the Court of Directors. Mr. Hastings and Mr. Bar-
well, however, thought proper to remove him. To
the authority of the Court of Directors they opposed
the request of the Nabob, stating that he was arrived
at the common age of maturity, and stood in no need
of a deputy to manage his affairs. On former occa-
sions Mr. Hastings conceived a very low opinion of
the condition of the person whom he thus set up
against the authority of his masters. " On a former
occasion," as the Directors tell him, " and to serve a
very different purpose, he had not scrupled to declare
it as visible as the sun that the Nabob was a mere
pageant, without even the shadow of authority." But
on this occasion he became more substantial. Mr.
Hastings and Mr. Barwell yielded to his represents
tion that a deputy was not necessary, and accordingly
Mahomed Reza KMn was removed from his office.

However, lest any one should so far mistrust their
understanding as to conceive them the dupes of this
pretext, they who had disobeyed the Company's or-
ders under color that no deputy was necessary imme-
diately appoint another deputy. This independent
prince, who, as Mr. Hastings said, "had an incon-